
   
 

Dear members, 

 

With fall program registration fast approaching, we want to make you aware of a change to our swim lessons this year.  We 

have always been committed to making swim lessons accessible to everyone.  Several years ago we strengthened this 

commitment by including them at no cost with our family memberships.  However, we have found that by making swim lessons 

free, many members sign up for classes that they do not plan on attending regularly.  And even with the best of intentions, 

class attendance isn’t as consistent because there is less motivation to be there.  As a result, hundreds of members in our 

association are placed on waitlists for classes that are fully registered but that do not have full groups in the pool.  Children 

also do not receive a high level of skill development when they are unable to attend regularly. 

 

Beginning this fall, we will implement a $10 fee for swim lessons for our 

family memberships (pricing will remain the same for our youth and youth 

program memberships).  This is designed to ensure that those who sign up 

for lessons truly intend to be present for each class, reducing the 

imbalance of waitlists for classes that have low attendance.  The fee’s 

intent is to ensure that every child who wants to fully partake in swim 

lessons has the opportunity to do so.   

 

As always, we do not want cost to become a barrier to participation.  

There is financial assistance available for those who may have difficulty 

affording this new fee.  Please inquire with membership staff at your branch prior to the August 15th registration opening to 

establish your rate for the swim lesson registration.  If you currently utilize our sliding scale rates, it will be easy to determine 

your rate as a similar percentage will be applied.  If you do not, please reach out to your membership staff as soon as possible 

to complete the process.  Please see below for details on registering with a reduced rate.* 

 

Should you have any questions about this change or the process, please contact one of our branch Aquatics or Program 

Directors.  We appreciate your questions and feedback in our efforts to continually improve our service to our members and 

the community. 

 

Thank you for your support and we look forward to seeing our young swimmers learning lifesaving skills and having fun in our 

pools this fall! 

 

Sincerely, 

Your YMCA of Southern Maine Aquatics Team 

 

Amy Dresser 

Aquatics Director 

Casco Bay Branch 

Terry Swain 

Aquatics Director 

Portland Branch 

Erin Andersen 

Aquatics Director 

Northern York County 

Branch 

Jenny Mueller 

Program Director 

Pineland Branch 

 

 

 

Registering for Swim Lessons with Financial Assistance* 

 

In-person / Phone:  When you are registering at a branch or over the phone, our staff will be able to apply financial assistance 

to your registration at that time, and you will be able to pay the adjusted rate. 

Online:  We understand that because of the competitive nature of our registration process, many members register online very 

early in the morning to ensure a spot in a specific class.  Unfortunately, our online system does not allow for members 

reducing their rates during registration.  In this case, if you choose to register online, you will need to hold the $10 fee on 

your credit card.  You can then reach out to the Y to request your corrected fee - and we will make the adjusting credit so 

that it will charge the correct amount on August 22.  When registering after August 22nd, the full amount will be charged 

online – so credits will be required, or please consider registering at the Y. 


